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Africa’s craft sector is increasingly being targeted as a vehicle for economic development and social
empowerment by western aid agencies, which act as go-betweens for established design companies and
artisans. Craft, they say, is a beautiful and uplifting way to help poor communities prosper without
compromising their traditional way of life and, unsurprisingly,western designers are keen to get involved in
such work. Katherine Ladd questions the blanket acceptance of such craft/design interventions in Africa and
instead poses some difficult questions. Is this kind of aid outdated; a legacy from another, less enlightened
age? Do the resulting products constitute true artistic collaboration or are they simply a form of outsourcing?
How does technology feature in western ideas about African craft? And what exactly does ‘authenticity’
mean to both the artisans and the designers? The author spent four years observing a craft charity as it was
established in Burkina Faso, West Africa, from the mud-floored huts of weavers in remote countryside to the
glittering design fairs of Europe and North America. Her thought-provoking, ethnographic approach
examines everyone involved with an unflinching eye, including her own role as a designer.
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From reader reviews:

Diana Sturgill:

The particular book Hand Made With Love: Africa's artisans and the quest for authenticity will bring
someone to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique.
Should you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book Hand Made With Love:
Africa's artisans and the quest for authenticity is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-
book in the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Bettina Cutler:

Hand Made With Love: Africa's artisans and the quest for authenticity can be one of your beginner books
that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that
could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing
Hand Made With Love: Africa's artisans and the quest for authenticity however doesn't forget the main level,
giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it.
This great information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Kimberly Dyer:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Hand Made With Love: Africa's artisans
and the quest for authenticity book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book
that may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty
Hand Made With Love: Africa's artisans and the quest for authenticity as good book not just by the cover but
also by content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing
another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to yet another sixth sense.

Brandi Johnson:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or
real their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Hand Made With Love: Africa's artisans and the quest for authenticity can make you
sense more interested to read.
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