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The Italian scholar and poet Francesco Petrarch (1304–1374) is best remembered today for vibrant and
impassioned love poetry that helped to establish Italian as a literary language. Petrarch inspired later
Renaissance writers, who produced an extraordinary body of work regarded today as perhaps the high-water
mark of poetic productivity in the European West. These "Petrarchan" poets were self-consciously aware of
themselves as poets?as craftsmen, revisers, and professionals. As William J. Kennedy shows in Petrarchism
at Work, this commitment to professionalism and the mastery of poetic craft is essential to understanding
Petrarch's legacy.

Petrarchism at Work contributes to recent scholarship that explores relationships between poetics and
economic history in early-modern European literature. Kennedy traces the development of a Renaissance
aesthetics from one based upon Platonic intuition and visionary furor to one grounded in Aristotelian
craftsmanship and technique. Their polarities harbor economic consequences, the first privileging the poet’s
divinely endowed talent, rewarded by the autocratic largess of patrons, the other emphasizing the poet’s
acquired skill and hard work. Petrarch was the first to exploit the tensions between these polarities, followed
by his poetic successors. These include Gaspara Stampa in the emergent salon society of Venice,
Michelangelo Buonarroti in the “gift” economy of Medici Florence and papal Rome, Pierre de Ronsard and
the poets of his Pléiade brigade in the fluctuant Valois court, and William Shakespeare and his
contemporaries in the commercial world of Elizabethan and early Stuart London. As Kennedy shows, the
poetic practices of revision and redaction by Petrarch and his successors exemplify the transition from a
premodern economy of patronage to an early modern economy dominated by unstable market forces.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Sessions:

This Petrarchism at Work: Contextual Economies in the Age of Shakespeare is great e-book for you because
the content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
offers you straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having
Petrarchism at Work: Contextual Economies in the Age of Shakespeare in your hand like finding the world
in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good reading
book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Joni Thompson:

The book untitled Petrarchism at Work: Contextual Economies in the Age of Shakespeare contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new time of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site and order it.
Have a nice study.

Selma Lang:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Petrarchism at Work: Contextual
Economies in the Age of Shakespeare is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach,
train and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

James Longo:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Petrarchism at Work: Contextual Economies in the
Age of Shakespeare can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books
have than the others?
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