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"Will put Allen in the company of writers such as James Joyce, August Wilson, and Ralph Ellison."
?The Philadelphia Inquirer

When it was first published fifteen years ago, Jeffery Renard Allen's debut novel, Rails Under My Back,
earned its author comparisons to some of the giants of twentieth-century modernism. The publication of
Allen's equally ambitious second novel, Song of the Shank, cemented those lofty claims. Now, the book
that established his reputation is being restored to print in its first Graywolf Press edition. Together, the
two novels stand as significant achievements of twenty-first-century literature.
Rails Under My Back is an epic that tracks the interwoven lives of two brothers, Lucius and John Jones,
who are married to two sisters, Gracie and Sheila McShan. For them, their parents, and their children,
life is always full of departures; someone is always fleeing town and leaving the remaining family to
suffer the often dramatic, sometimes tragic consequences. The multiple effects of the comings and goings
are devastating: These are the almost mythic expression of the African American experience in the half
century that followed the Second World War.
The story ranges, as the characters do, from the city, which is somewhat like both New York and Chicago,
to Memphis, to the West, and to many "inner" and "outer" locales. Rails Under My Back is a
multifaceted, brilliantly colored, intensely musical novel that pulses with urgency and originality.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Vu:

The book Rails Under My Back: A Novel can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book Rails Under My Back: A
Novel? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many data
for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that,
you could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Rails Under My Back: A Novel has simple
shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by
open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Kimberly Lunceford:

This Rails Under My Back: A Novel are usually reliable for you who want to become a successful person,
why. The reason of this Rails Under My Back: A Novel can be among the great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed a person with information that might be
will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Rails Under My Back: A Novel
forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical
thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Jeanie Clark:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will get
lots of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited
right. Then do you ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending
your spare time, the actual book you have read is usually Rails Under My Back: A Novel.

Alexander Pridmore:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several books in
the top checklist in your reading list is definitely Rails Under My Back: A Novel. This book and that is
qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking up and
review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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