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In his own darkly humorous style, Geoffrey Abbott describes the instruments used and their effectiveness
and reveals the macabre origins of familiar phrases such as “gone west” or “drawn a blank,” as well as the
jargon of the underworld. He covers everything from the preparation of the victim to the disposal of the
body. Execution is everything you ever wanted to know about the ultimate penalty---and a lot you never
thought to ask. 

It includes such hair-raising categories as:

 

·         Cave of Roses: A rare Swedish method of execution in which the victim was confined to a cave full of
snakes and poisonous reptiles.

 

·         Bastinado: Involved the victim being caned gently and rhythmically with a lightweight stick on the
soles of the feet until the mental collapse and eventual death of the victim.

 

·         Sewn in an Animal’s Belly: A living person is sewn into the belly of an animal and left to die.

 

·         The Spanish Donkey: This method of torture consisted of seating a victim on top of a wall that
resembled an inverted “v” with weights attached to the ankles, the weights slowly increased until the
victim’s body split in two.

 

·         Iron Chair: The victim is tied to an iron armchair and pushed nearer and nearer to a blazing fire. 

 

·         Sawn in Half: Victims are secured in a standing position, pinned between two wide boards fixed
between a stake driven deep into the ground while two executioners (one on each side) would wield a long,
two-handled saw downwards through the boards. 

 



Execution is a unique fascinating look at the grim and gritty history of sanctioned death. 
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From reader reviews:

Kim Scott:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this Execution: The Guillotine, the Pendulum, the Thousand Cuts, the Spanish Donkey, and 66 Other
Ways of Putting Someone to Death, it is possible to tells your family, friends and soon about yours book.
Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Connie Simpson:

The particular book Execution: The Guillotine, the Pendulum, the Thousand Cuts, the Spanish Donkey, and
66 Other Ways of Putting Someone to Death has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book
you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some
research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading
this book.

Leon Moses:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This guide Execution: The Guillotine, the Pendulum, the Thousand Cuts, the
Spanish Donkey, and 66 Other Ways of Putting Someone to Death was filled in relation to science. Spend
your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has various
feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to
read a publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Stan Smith:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of
news. On this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just trying to find the Execution: The Guillotine, the Pendulum, the Thousand Cuts, the Spanish Donkey, and
66 Other Ways of Putting Someone to Death when you needed it?
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