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The Academic Revolution describes the rise to power of professional scholars and scientists, first in
America's leading universities and now in the larger society as well. Without attempting a full-scale history
of American higher education, it outlines a theory about its development and present status. It is illustrated
with firsthand observations of a wide variety of colleges and universities the country over-colleges for the
rich and colleges for the upwardly mobile; colleges for vocationally oriented men and colleges for
intellectually and socially oriented women; colleges for Catholics and colleges for Protestants; colleges for
blacks and colleges for rebellious whites.

The authors also look at some of the revolution's consequences. They see it as intensifying conflict between
young and old, and provoking young people raised in permissive, middle-class homes to attacks on the
legitimacy of adult authority. In the process, the revolution subtly transformed the kinds of work to which
talented young people aspire, contributing to the decline of entrepreneurship and the rise of professionalism.
They conclude that mass higher education, for all its advantages, has had no measurable effect on the rate of
social mobility or the degree of equality in American society.

Jencks and Riesman are not nostalgic; their description of the nineteenth-century liberal arts colleges is
corrosively critical. They maintain that American students know more than ever before, that their teachers
are more competent and stimulating than in earlier times, and that the American system of higher education
has brought the American people to an unprecedented level of academic competence. But while they regard
the academic revolution as having been an historically necessary and progressive step, they argue that, like
all revolutions, it can devour its children. For Jencks and Riesman, academic professionalism is an advance
over amateur gentility, but they warn of its dangers and limitations: the elitism and arrogance implicit in
meritocracy, the myopia that derives from a strictly academic view of human experience and understanding,
the complacency that comes from making technical competence an end rather than a means.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Cordeiro:

This The Academic Revolution (Higher Education Series) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is information inside this
guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you
will get. This specific The Academic Revolution (Higher Education Series) without we understand teach the
one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Academic
Revolution (Higher Education Series) can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even telephone. This The
Academic Revolution (Higher Education Series) having good arrangement in word and layout, so you will
not feel uninterested in reading.

Mary Andrade:

This The Academic Revolution (Higher Education Series) are usually reliable for you who want to certainly
be a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Academic Revolution (Higher Education Series)
can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple studying food
but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy,
you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside
that this The Academic Revolution (Higher Education Series) giving you an enormous of experience for
instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day task. So , let's
have it and revel in reading.

Rebecca Dryden:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Academic Revolution (Higher Education Series) can make you sense
more interested to read.

Awilda Kell:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book The Academic Revolution (Higher
Education Series) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and



mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to
open a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book The Academic Revolution (Higher Education Series)
can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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