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In 1671, Dutch diplomat and scientist Nicolaes Witsen published a book that served, among other things, as
an encyclopedia for the “shell-first” method of ship construction. In the centuries since, Witsen’s rather
convoluted text has also become a valuable source for insights into historical shipbuilding methods and
philosophies during the “Golden Age” of Dutch maritime trade. However, as André Wegener Sleeswyk’s
foreword notes, Witsen’s work is difficult to access not only for its seventeenth-century Dutch language but
also for the vagaries of its author’s presentation.

Fortunately for scholars and students of nautical archaeology and shipbuilding, this important but chaotic
work has now been reorganized and elucidated by A. J. Hoving and translated into English by Alan
Lemmers. In Nicolaes Witsen and Shipbuilding in the Dutch Golden Age, Hoving, master model builder for
the Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam, sorts out the steps in Witsen’s method for building a seventeenth-century
pinas by following them and building a model of the vessel. Experimenting with techniques and materials,
conducting research in other publications of the time, and rewriting as needed to clarify and correct some
vital omissions in the sequence, Hoving makes Witsen’s work easier to use and understand.

Nicolaes Witsen and Shipbuilding in the Dutch Golden Age is an indispensable guide to Witsen’s work and
the world of his topic: the almost forgotten basics of a craftsmanship that has been credited with the
flourishing of the Dutch Republic in the seventeenth century.

To view a sample of Ab Hoving’s ship model drawings, please visit:
http://nautarch.tamu.edu/shiplab/AbHoving.htm
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From reader reviews:

Natasha Rich:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Nicolaes Witsen and Shipbuilding in the Dutch Golden Age (Ed Rachal
Foundation Nautical Archaeology Series). Try to make the book Nicolaes Witsen and Shipbuilding in the
Dutch Golden Age (Ed Rachal Foundation Nautical Archaeology Series) as your pal. It means that it can to
be your friend when you sense alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you personally. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Robert Kuehner:

In other case, little people like to read book Nicolaes Witsen and Shipbuilding in the Dutch Golden Age (Ed
Rachal Foundation Nautical Archaeology Series). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book.
Provided that we know about how is important some sort of book Nicolaes Witsen and Shipbuilding in the
Dutch Golden Age (Ed Rachal Foundation Nautical Archaeology Series). You can add understanding and of
course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful
thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is
called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Gladys Dearth:

Nicolaes Witsen and Shipbuilding in the Dutch Golden Age (Ed Rachal Foundation Nautical Archaeology
Series) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away
because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every
word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Nicolaes Witsen and Shipbuilding in the Dutch Golden Age
(Ed Rachal Foundation Nautical Archaeology Series) but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the
hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great
information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Monica Bonner:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than other.
Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the top
record in your reading list is usually Nicolaes Witsen and Shipbuilding in the Dutch Golden Age (Ed Rachal
Foundation Nautical Archaeology Series). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you



closer in turning into precious person. By looking way up and review this book you can get many
advantages.
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