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In the third Quarterly Essay, Guy Rundle comes to grips with John Howard, the prime minister who, on the
eve of an election, seems to have turned round his political fortunes by spurning refugees and writing blank
cheques for America's War on Terror.

This is a brilliant account of John Howard's dominant ideas, his concerted 'dreaming' with its emphasis on
unity and national identity that reveals him to be the most reactionary PM we have ever had, the only
political leader who would allow ideas like those of One Nation to dominate the mainstream of Australian
politics in order to improve his political chances. Rundle puts Howard in the context of the economic
liberalism he shares with his colleagues and opponents and the conservative social ideology that sets him
apart. It is a complex portrait in a radical mirror which relates John Howard to everything from Menzies's
'forgotten people' to the inadvertent glamour of the government's antidrug advertising. It is also a plea for
right-thinking people of every political persuasion to resist the call to prejudice and reaction.

'A portrait of a political opportunist who is also ... a sincere reactionary: putting back the clock because he
believes in it, but also fanning the whirlwind of unreason in order to save his political skin.' —Peter Craven,
Introduction

'The coincident occurrence of the asylum seeker confrontation and the attack on the U.S. has made visible
the most dangerous and damaging thing he has done to the Australian polity...and that is to deepen contempt
for such protection as we did have from unbridled executive power, mass hysteria, the rush to surrender our
freedoms and offer them up on the alter of crisis.' —Guy Rundle, The Opportunist

Guy Rundle was a co-founding editor of Arena, a magazine of political and social comment. Formerly a
theatre critic for the Age, he has written and produced a number of TV programs and stage shows, and
contributes regularly to the Age , the Australian, the Sydney Morning Herald and Spiked, and is currently
Crikey’s global correspondent-at-large. He is the author of two Quarterly Essays, The Opportunist: John
Howard and the Triumph of Reaction and Bipolar Nation: How to Win the 2007 Election. His most recent
book is the award-winning Down to the Crossroads: On the Trail of the 2008 US Election.
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From reader reviews:

Greta Harty:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by
a book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Quarterly Essay 3 The Opportunist: John
Howard and the Triumph of Reaction will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you
can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or
suitable book with you?

Roderick Donnell:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question simply
because just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of Quarterly Essay 3 The Opportunist:
John Howard and the Triumph of Reaction to read.

Rigoberto Stansell:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an individual
is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Quarterly Essay 3 The Opportunist: John Howard
and the Triumph of Reaction is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Paul Quintana:

You may spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Quarterly Essay 3 The Opportunist: John
Howard and the Triumph of Reaction is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach,
train along with soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy
often the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And so there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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