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Known worldwide as a composer of symphonies and chamber music, Czech composer Antonín Dvorák
declared toward the end of his life that his main love was writing operas. Written in 1900 at the height of
Dvorák’s creative powers, his fairy tale opera Rusalka is a masterpiece firmly established in the international
repertory—from 2010 to 2012 alone, over 200 performances of 27 productions of the opera played in 21
European cities alone! Worldwide, music schools and summer programs have mounted the work, as well,
reflecting not only the power of Dvorák’s music but the lyricism and depth of Jaroslav Kvapil’s Czech
libretto, one of the greatest of all opera libretti, regardless of language. This book serves as an aid to anyone
seeking to perform and gain a deeper understanding of this multi-layered opera, which so trenchantly asks
what it means to be human, to love, and to be loved in return.

In the first part, Czech music scholar Timothy Cheek offers a thorough review of Czech lyric diction and
inflection, describes the characters and their vocal requirements, and supplies a synopsis of the plot, an
elucidation of the layers of meaning in Kvapil’s libretto, a section on musical style and dance elements, and a
fascinating explanation of why such a remarkable work took so long to be embraced by Western audiences.
In the second half, Cheek gives word-for-word and idiomatic English translations of the Czech libretto,
including stage directions, along with the International Phonetic Alphabet for pronunciation. Rounding out
the book are illustrations from the Prague National Theatre, New York Metropolitan Opera, and elsewhere,
as well as an appendix listing recordings and videos.

Rusalka: A Performance Guide with Translations and Pronunciation is written for singers, pianists, vocal
coaches, conductors, stage directors, translators, and opera enthusiasts—anyone who wishes to perform the
work, or who is simply moved and intrigued by this stunning opera.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Cruce:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something
that they don't wish do that. You must know how great and important the book Rusalka: A Performance
Guide with Translations and Pronunciation. All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can
look for the internet sources or other social media.

Jennifer Buster:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or their
very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the guide untitled Rusalka: A Performance Guide with Translations and
Pronunciation can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Justin Tapscott:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than
can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be read.
Rusalka: A Performance Guide with Translations and Pronunciation can be your answer since it can be read
by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

William Levitt:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Rusalka: A Performance Guide
with Translations and Pronunciation or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you
know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher
as well as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other
case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Rusalka: A Performance Guide with Translations and
Pronunciation to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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