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In this informed, compelling exploration of Moslem beliefs and of the sectarian conflicts within the
community, a Jewish historian paints a sympathetic portrait of mainstream Islam and exposes the centuries-
old roots of Osama bin Laden’s extremism.

The difficult, protracted war against terrorism has raised unsettling questions about the nature of Islam and
its influence on America’s declared enemies. In The Two Faces of Islam, Stephen Schwartz, who has
devoted years to the study of Islam, explains its complex history and describes the profound philosophical
and religious differences that distinguish traditional beliefs from the radical sects that have sprung up over
the past fifteen hundred years. He focuses on Wahhabism, the puritanical sect to which Osama bin Laden
belongs. Founded in the eighteenth century by a radical cleric, this intolerant “Islamo-fascist” sect became
the official creed of the Saudi Arabian state and has been exported to Moslem countries from the Balkans to
the Philippines, as well as to Islamic communities in Western Europe and the United States.

By setting the current upheavals within an historical and religious context, Schwartz demonstrates that
Osama bin Laden and his followers are not really fighting a war against America. Rather, they are engaged
in a revolution within Islam itself–a movement that parallels the turmoil within Christianity during the
sixteenth century. Schwartz not only exposes the collusion of the Saudi Arabian government in the spread of
radical Islam (which makes them at best reluctant allies of the West), he shows that the majority of Moslems
have little sympathy for the Wahhabis and that many openly denounce their motivations and goals.

A riveting narrative that never smacks of propaganda, The Two Faces of Islam is essential reading for
anyone who seeks to understand who we are fighting, what our enemies believe, and who our friends in the
Moslem world really are.
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From reader reviews:

Stephanie Rodriguez:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Two Faces of Islam:
The House of Sa'ud from Tradition to Terror. All type of book is it possible to see on many options. You can
look for the internet resources or other social media.

Frank Craver:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Two Faces of Islam: The
House of Sa'ud from Tradition to Terror, you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to
miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come
on its called reading friends.

Martina Barton:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find
publication that need more time to be go through. The Two Faces of Islam: The House of Sa'ud from
Tradition to Terror can be your answer since it can be read by a person who have those short free time
problems.

Judith Bryant:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
named of book The Two Faces of Islam: The House of Sa'ud from Tradition to Terror. Contain your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one
location to other place.
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