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The 1990s began with fears of a "great sucking sound" of jobs lost due to the North American Free Trade
Agreement and ended with opponents of the World Trade Organization taking to the streets in the "Battle of
Seattle." Why has global trade become so controversial? Does free trade deserve its bad reputation? In Free
Trade under Fire, Douglas Irwin sweeps aside the misconceptions that litter the debate over trade and gives
the reader a clear understanding of the issues involved.

Putting the findings of an extensive body of economic research at the disposal of the general public, Irwin
examines the positions of the proponents and critics of free trade--and makes plain the stakes involved in
their disagreement, particularly for the United States. He explains the economic benefits of trade, not just for
corporations but for people and the environment. He illustrates how protectionist policies damage the
economy and fail to save jobs. Examining U.S. trade policy, he shows how "fair trade" measures are
arbitrary, unfair, and often harmful. He then demystifies the World Trade Organization and sets the record
straight about its controversial rulings on trade and the environment. Irwin does not hold up free trade as a
panacea but demonstrates why it is our best alternative.

In a debate where assertions often masquerade as arguments, Irwin's analysis is firmly evidence-based--
rooted in empirical research and relying on specific examples and illustrations. Finely argued, Free Trade
under Fire makes a vast body of economic learning accessible to nonspecialists. It is an essential primer for
anyone who wants to understand one of the most burning controversies of our time.
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From reader reviews:

Bryan Smith:

The event that you get from Free Trade under Fire could be the more deep you looking the information that
hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
recognise but Free Trade under Fire giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in
certain way that can be understood by simply anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is well-
known enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this
specific Free Trade under Fire instantly.

Donald Cortes:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their proficiency
in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this Free Trade under
Fire.

Ophelia Ellis:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially
book entitled Free Trade under Fire the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging just about every word
written in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get just
before. The Free Trade under Fire giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but also
giving you useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern
the following is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning
a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Theresa Kuykendall:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Free Trade under Fire was colorful and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book Free Trade under Fire has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
teens. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So
, not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to
choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.
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