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When disaster strikes in cities the effects can be catastrophic compared to other environments. But what
factors actually determine the vulnerability or resilience of cities? The Vulnerability of Cities fills a vital gap
in disaster studies by examining the too-often overlooked impact of disasters on cities, the conditions leading
to high losses from urban disasters and why some households and communities withstand disaster more
effectively than others. Mark Pelling takes a fresh look at the literature on disasters and urbanization in light
of recent catastrophes. He presents three detailed studies of cities in the global South, drawn from countries
with contrasting political and developmental contexts: Bridgetown, Barbados - a liberal democracy;
Georgetown, Guyana - a post socialist-state; and Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic - an authoritarian
state in democratic transition. This book demonstrates that strengthening local capacity - through appropriate
housing, disaster-preparedness, infrastructure and livelihoods - is crucial to improving civic resilience to
disasters. Equally important are strong partnerships between local community-based organizations, external
non-governmental and governmental organizations, public and private sectors and between city and national
government. The author highlights and discusses these best practices for handling urban disasters. With rapid
urbanization across the globe, this book is a must-read for professionals, policy-makers, students and
researchers in disaster management, urban development and planning, transport planning, architecture, social
studies and earth sciences.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Ramey:

The book with title The Vulnerability of Cities: Natural Disasters and Social Resilience includes a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist
new knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently. That
is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout new
era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere
you want.

Jose Holmes:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you read a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The
The Vulnerability of Cities: Natural Disasters and Social Resilience provide you with new experience in
reading a book.

Lola Hernandez:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This The Vulnerability of Cities: Natural
Disasters and Social Resilience is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Pandora Rice:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. Within this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
The Vulnerability of Cities: Natural Disasters and Social Resilience when you desired it?
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