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The Heart Sutra is perhaps the most famous Buddhist text, traditionally regarded as a potent expression of
emptiness and of the Buddha's perfect wisdom. This brief, seemingly simple work was the subject of more
commentaries in Asia than any other sutra. In Elaborations on Emptiness, Donald Lopez explores for the
first time the elaborate philosophical and ritual uses of the Heart Sutra in India, Tibet, and the West.

Included here are full translations of the eight extant Indian commentaries. Interspersed with the translations
are six essays that examine the unusual roles the Heart Sutra has played: it has been used as a mantra, an
exorcism text, a tantric meditation guide, and as the material for comparative philosophy. Taken together, the
translations and essays that form Elaborations on Emptiness demonstrate why commentary is as central to
modern scholarship on Buddhism as it was for ancient Buddhists. Lopez reveals unexpected points of
instability and contradiction in the Heart Sutra, which, in the end, turns out to be the most malleable of texts,
where the logic of commentary serves as a tool of both tradition and transgression.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Gale:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Elaborations on Emptiness book
since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred
per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Linda Manuel:

Elaborations on Emptiness can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that straight
away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place
every word into delight arrangement in writing Elaborations on Emptiness although doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it.
This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Horace Godbolt:

This Elaborations on Emptiness is great book for you because the content which can be full of information
for you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This kind of book
reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences inside it. So if
you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward
sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Elaborations on Emptiness
in your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no
e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , this is certainly
good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

Garland Thorpe:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Elaborations on Emptiness to make
your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you
similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book
and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside
that the publication Elaborations on Emptiness can to be your brand-new friend when you're feel alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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