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There is very little if anything known or written in modern times about the descent of Christ into ‘hell’ for
three days, much less what he was doing down there for three days and nights prior to his ascent or
resurrection. This descent, known historically as the ‘harrowing of hell’, has been an integral part of
Christian writings and teachings until fairly recently. Now, it is being increasingly ignored or regarded
simply as a figurative reference to the painful experience of the crucifixion itself (much in the sense we use
the term ‘hell on earth’ to describe an excruciatingly painful experience – mentally, emotionally and/or
physically). And yet the scriptural record is clear for anyone who cares to examine it.

While scripture itself remains untampered with, though translations can be used to obscure, attendant
documents are subject to altering. In some cases, the reference to the descent itself is being dropped from the
newest versions and printings of the Apostle’s Creed. For example, The United Methodist Hymnal, 1989 has,
for the ‘Traditional Version’: “was crucified, dead and buried; the third day he rose from the dead,” but has
an * after the first reference to ‘dead’ with a note: “Traditional use of this creed includes these words: ‘He
descended into hell’.” The ‘Ecumenical Version’, on the same page, however, contains the complete
reference: “was crucified, died and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.”

Conjacent to this is the lack of a clear understanding as to the meaning of the term ‘hell’. The rather modern
and popular meaning as a place of ‘hell-fire and damnation’ for ‘unbelievers’ is a rather narrow
understanding of the place of the dead, which has a more complex topography. This narrow view also begs
the question as to why the Christ would descend into such a region, which may also explain the tendency to
downplay, ignore and even attempt to remove such references to his ‘descent into hell’.

There are a number of issues here:
• Why has the knowledge and memory of this important aspect of the crucifixion and resurrection of the
Christ been essentially neglected, increasingly interpreted in a figurative manner, and largely forgotten?
• Why has the concept of ‘hell’ become so narrow, moralistic and condemnatory?
• Why has the very idea of Christ’s descent into ‘the heart of the earth’ become something to downplay,
avoid and even seek to treat as an anachronism unbefitting a modern time?

To help answer these questions, we first need a closer examination and understanding of the various
scriptural and other traditionally accepted passages, such as ‘creeds’ or agreed statements of faith, dealing
with Christ’s descent and activities in the underworld, the ‘harrowing of hell’. Second, we need to examine
the source documents in their original languages. Any cursory glance at an inter-linear translation will reveal
more than one term in Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek where one is used in English, or the same word in one of
the source languages rendered differently in English depending on context. Thus, any effort at understanding
has also to involve an understanding of the original terms, which itself is further complicated by the
progressive materialisation and abstraction of the original meaning of Hebraic and Greek terms.
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From reader reviews:

Brandon Riddle:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time
to take a wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible
The Harrowing of Hell: The Descent of Christ Into the Underworld (Understanding Scripture (New
Testament) Book 2)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with
your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other
opinion?

Kelsey Dehart:

This The Harrowing of Hell: The Descent of Christ Into the Underworld (Understanding Scripture (New
Testament) Book 2) book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you will get by reading this book will be information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get
facts which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This specific The Harrowing
of Hell: The Descent of Christ Into the Underworld (Understanding Scripture (New Testament) Book 2)
without we recognize teach the one who examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be
worry The Harrowing of Hell: The Descent of Christ Into the Underworld (Understanding Scripture (New
Testament) Book 2) can bring if you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full
because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Harrowing of Hell: The Descent of
Christ Into the Underworld (Understanding Scripture (New Testament) Book 2) having excellent
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Richard Hunt:

The reason? Because this The Harrowing of Hell: The Descent of Christ Into the Underworld (Understanding
Scripture (New Testament) Book 2) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you
to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it
was fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way makes the content interior easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the
other book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to
delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Paul Avila:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or real
their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but



nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Harrowing of Hell: The Descent of Christ Into the
Underworld (Understanding Scripture (New Testament) Book 2) can make you experience more interested to
read.
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