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"I was in high spirits all through my unwise teens, considerably puffed up, after my drawings began to sell,
with that pride of independence which was a new thing to daughters of that period."—The Reminiscences of
Mary Hallock Foote

Mary Hallock made what seems like an audacious move for a nineteenth-century young woman. She became
an artist. She was not alone. Forced to become self-supporting by financial panics and civil war, thousands of
young women moved to New York City between 1850 and 1880 to pursue careers as professional artists.
Many of them trained with masters at the Cooper Union School of Design for Women, where they were
imbued with the Unity of Art ideal, an aesthetic ideology that made no distinction between fine and applied
arts or male and female abilities. These women became painters, designers, illustrators, engravers, colorists,
and art teachers. They were encouraged by some of the era's best-known figures, among them Tribune editor
Horace Greeley and mechanic/philanthropist Peter Cooper, who blamed the poverty and dependence of both
women and workers on the separation of mental and manual labor in industrial society. The most acclaimed
artists among them owed their success to New York's conspicuously egalitarian art institutions and the rise of
the illustrated press. Yet within a generation their names, accomplishments, and the aesthetic ideal that
guided them virtually disappeared from the history of American art.

Art Work: Women Artists and Democracy in Mid-Nineteenth-Century New York recaptures the unfamiliar
cultural landscape in which spirited young women, daring social reformers, and radical artisans succeeded in
reuniting art and industry. In this interdisciplinary study, April F. Masten situates the aspirations and
experience of these forgotten women artists, and the value of art work itself, at the heart of the capitalist
transformation of American society.
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From reader reviews:

Kim Bartlett:

The event that you get from Art Work: Women Artists and Democracy in Mid-Nineteenth-Century New
York (The Arts and Intellectual Life in Modern America) could be the more deep you searching the
information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to comprehend but Art Work: Women Artists and Democracy in Mid-Nineteenth-Century New York
(The Arts and Intellectual Life in Modern America) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because the
author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We recommend you for having this specific Art Work: Women Artists and Democracy in Mid-
Nineteenth-Century New York (The Arts and Intellectual Life in Modern America) instantly.

Babara Lopez:

The publication untitled Art Work: Women Artists and Democracy in Mid-Nineteenth-Century New York
(The Arts and Intellectual Life in Modern America) is the publication that recommended to you to see. You
can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a person. The language that article author
use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of study when
write the book, and so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also
could get the e-book of Art Work: Women Artists and Democracy in Mid-Nineteenth-Century New York
(The Arts and Intellectual Life in Modern America) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free
time.

John Tillery:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic
as in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Art Work: Women Artists and Democracy in
Mid-Nineteenth-Century New York (The Arts and Intellectual Life in Modern America) why because the
fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or
content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to
pick up this book.

Pearl Minjares:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also know
that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading is very



important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Art Work: Women
Artists and Democracy in Mid-Nineteenth-Century New York (The Arts and Intellectual Life in Modern
America).
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