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In vast swathes of America, the sacredness of the Second Amendment has become a political third rail, never
to be questioned. Gun rights supporters wear tri-cornered hats, wave the stars and stripes, and ask what
would have happened if the revolutionaries had been unarmed when the British were coming. They have had
great success in conflating unfettered gun ownership with the Founding Fathers, the Constitution, and all
things American, even in an era of repeated mass shootings. Yet the all-too-familiar narrative of America's
gun past, echoed in the Supreme Court's Heller gun rights decision, is not only mythologized, but historically
wrong.

As Robert J. Spitzer demonstrates in Guns across America, gun ownership is as old as the nation, but so is
gun regulation. Drawing on a vast new dataset of early gun laws reflecting every imaginable type of
regulation, Spitzer reveals that firearms were actually more strictly regulated in the country's first three
centuries than in recent years. The first "gun grabbers" were not 1960's Chablis-drinking liberals, but
seventeenth century rum-guzzling pioneers, and their legacy continued through strict gun regulations in the
1920s and beyond. Spitzer examines interpretations of the Second Amendment, the assault weapons
controversy, modern "stand your ground" laws, and the so-called "right of rebellion" to show that they play
out in America's contemporary political landscape in ways that bear little resemblance to our imagined past.
And as gun rights proponents seek to roll back gun laws and press as many guns into as many hands as
possible, warning that gun rights are endangered, they sidestep the central question: are stricter gun laws
incompatible with robust gun rights? Spitzer answers this question by examining New York State's tough
gun laws, where his political analysis is complemented by his own quest for a concealed carry handgun
permit and construction of a legal AR-15 assault weapon.

Not only can gun rights and rules coexist, but they have throughout American history. Guns across America
reveals the long-hidden truth: that gun regulations are in fact as American as apple pie
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From reader reviews:

Linda Callaway:

The book untitled Guns across America: Reconciling Gun Rules and Rights contain a lot of information on
the idea. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the
people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author.
The author gives you in the new time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read
more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice read.

Rachel Robertson:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Guns across America: Reconciling
Gun Rules and Rights is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did
not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to
read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.

Scott Bush:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Guns across America:
Reconciling Gun Rules and Rights.

Marvin Ober:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Guns across America: Reconciling Gun Rules
and Rights to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is developing when
you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion
about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and
study it. Beside that the publication Guns across America: Reconciling Gun Rules and Rights can to be your
brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of the
time.
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