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This wide-ranging collection of essays seeks to challenge the common-sense assumption that entertainment
activities have no function but to fill up otherwise empty moments. As such it builds on the term coined by
the Victorians Recreation , and argues that in the entertainments people pursue they do not simply divert
themselves, but actively create and re-create their identities. The collection shows this process can only take
place for those who enjoy the benefits of leisure; hence, in the medieval period leisure and entertainments are
largely confined to the wealthy minority. In periods of rapid social change, like 19th century Britain, the
inter-linked question of identity and entertainment became an issue of great concern. Orderly and respectable
activities were seen by many commentators as the key to containing the potential menace of the new urban
population. In the 20th century the development of new forms of mass entertainment, such as cinema, radio
and television, has generated new debates, in particular about the potential of these new media to manipulate
their audiences. The essays, arranged in broadly chronological order, give fascinating and detailed snapshots
of these processes as they unfold from the middle ages to the present-day. As such the collection makes a
very valuable contribution to the historical study of the social and, broadly defined, political role played by
entertainments in shaping and reinforcing identities. 'In recent years the history of leisure and, more
particularly, the history of leisure pursuits, amusements and 'entertainments', has engaged the attention of
social historians who, as well as highlighting their intrinsic interests, have demonstrated the contribution
which such studies can make to an understanding on social identities and class relationships. This collection
of essays explores a wide and eclectic range of 'entertainments' - from medieval pet-keeping, Victorian chess
tournaments and late 19th century museums of curiosities to French anarchist theatre and the career of Harry
Belafonte - themes which until now received little or no scholarly analysis. As such it fills a significant gap
in the historical literature.' G. R. Searle, Emeritus Prof. of History, University of East Anglia and Fellow of
the British Academy
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Gaither:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get large amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free
time, we will say absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity
are you experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
actual book you have read is definitely Entertainment, Leisure and Identities.

Odis Hillyard:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more time to be go
through. Entertainment, Leisure and Identities can be your answer mainly because it can be read by anyone
who have those short time problems.

Benjamin White:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Entertainment, Leisure
and Identities can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have
than the others?

Kerry Maye:

You can get this Entertainment, Leisure and Identities by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or
reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this
e-book are various. Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era
just like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,
choose your current ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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