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Hollywood film music is often mocked as a disreputably "applied" branch of the art of composition that
lacks both the seriousness and the quality of the classical or late-romantic concert and operatic music from
which it derives. Its composers in the 1930s and '40s were themselves often scornful of it and aspired to
produce more 'serious' works that would enhance their artistic reputation.

In fact the criticism of film music as slavishly descriptive or manipulatively over-emotional has a history that
is older than film - it had even been directed at the relatively popular operatic and concert music written by
some of the émigré Hollywood composers themselves before they had left Europe. There, as subsequently in
America, such criticism was promoted by the developing project of Modernism, whose often high-minded
opposition to mass culture used polarizing language that drew, intentionally or not, upon that of gender
difference. Regressive, late-romantic music, the old argument ran, was -- as women were believed to be --
emotional, irrational, and lacking in logic.

This book seeks to level the critical playing field between film music and "serious music," reflecting upon
gender-related ideas about music and modernism as much as about film. Peter Franklin broaches the
possibility of a history of twentieth-century music that would include, rather than marginalize, film music --
and, indeed, the scores of a number of the major Hollywood movies discussed here, like The Bride of
Frankenstein, King Kong, Rebecca, Gone With The Wind, Citizen Kane and Psycho. In doing so, he brings
more detailed music-historical knowledge to bear upon cinema music, often discussed as a unique and
special product of film, and also offers conclusions about the problematic aspects of musical modernism and
some arguably liberating aspects of "late-romanticism."
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From reader reviews:

Robert Riggio:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know that
book is very important for us. The book Seeing Through Music: Gender and Modernism in Classic
Hollywood Film Scores (Oxford Music / Media) seemed to be making you to know about other
understanding and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Seeing
Through Music: Gender and Modernism in Classic Hollywood Film Scores (Oxford Music / Media) is not
only giving you considerably more new information but also to become your friend when you experience
bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship using the book
Seeing Through Music: Gender and Modernism in Classic Hollywood Film Scores (Oxford Music / Media).
You never sense lose out for everything should you read some books.

Jason Harden:

The guide untitled Seeing Through Music: Gender and Modernism in Classic Hollywood Film Scores
(Oxford Music / Media) is the e-book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the
publication content that will be shown to a person. The language that publisher use to explained their way of
doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of study when write the book, hence the
information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Seeing
Through Music: Gender and Modernism in Classic Hollywood Film Scores (Oxford Music / Media) from the
publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Jill Weber:

The book Seeing Through Music: Gender and Modernism in Classic Hollywood Film Scores (Oxford Music
/ Media) has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The
book was authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research just before write this
book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Kermit Moors:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
and can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Seeing Through Music: Gender and Modernism in Classic
Hollywood Film Scores (Oxford Music / Media) can make you feel more interested to read.
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