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The end of apartheid in South Africa broke down political barriers, extending to all races the formal rights of
citizenship, including the right to participate in free elections and parliamentary democracy. But South
Africa remains one of the most economically polarized nations in the world. In The Politics of Necessity Elke
Zuern forcefully argues that working toward greater socio-economic equality—access to food, housing, land,
jobs—is crucial to achieving a successful and sustainable democracy.

    Drawing on interviews with local residents and activists in South Africa’s impoverished townships during
more than a decade of dramatic political change, Zuern tracks the development of community organizing and
reveals the shifting challenges faced by poor citizens. Under apartheid, township residents began organizing
to press the government to address the basic material necessities of the poor and expanded their demands to
include full civil and political rights. While the movement succeeded in gaining formal political rights,
democratization led to a new government that instituted neo-liberal economic reforms and sought to
minimize protest. In discouraging dissent and failing to reduce economic inequality, South Africa’s new
democracy has continued to disempower the poor.

    By comparing movements in South Africa to those in other African and Latin American states, this book
identifies profound challenges to democratization. Zuern asserts the fundamental indivisibility of all human
rights, showing how protest movements that call attention to socio-economic demands, though often labeled
a threat to democracy, offer significant opportunities for modern democracies to evolve into systems of rule
that empower all citizens.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Dyson:

The book The Politics of Necessity: Community Organizing and Democracy in South Africa (Critical
Human Rights) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your
capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem
along with your subject. If you can make examining a book The Politics of Necessity: Community
Organizing and Democracy in South Africa (Critical Human Rights) to become your habit, you can get much
more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You
can know everything if you like start and read a guide The Politics of Necessity: Community Organizing and
Democracy in South Africa (Critical Human Rights). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-
book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Nelson Berg:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people
in the world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or
something that they don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book The
Politics of Necessity: Community Organizing and Democracy in South Africa (Critical Human Rights). All
type of book are you able to see on many resources. You can look for the internet sources or other social
media.

Jerry Melgar:

The actual book The Politics of Necessity: Community Organizing and Democracy in South Africa (Critical
Human Rights) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The
book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book.
This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Joel Peterson:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This The Politics of Necessity: Community Organizing and Democracy
in South Africa (Critical Human Rights) can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out this
one book you have matter that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book can
be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have
The Politics of Necessity: Community Organizing and Democracy in South Africa (Critical Human Rights).
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