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Sometimes you do everything right, but it just isn’t your day. A part fails and your helicopter comes apart in
flight, or, another aircraft runs into you and the pieces of both fall to the ground below, or the enemy gunner
pulls the trigger at just the right moment and his rounds find your aircraft in exactly the right spot to take it
out of the sky. Whichever way it happens, it wasn’t your day.

Which is why, after 24 years and over 5,000 flight hours with four armed services, Major Robert Curtis was
so surprised at being alive when he passed his retirement physical. Starting with enlisting in the Army to fly
helicopters during Vietnam, and continuing on through service with the National Guard, Marine Corps and
Royal Navy, he flew eight different helicopters—from the wooden-bladed OH-13E, through the Chinook,
SeaKnight and SeaKing, in war and peace around the world. During that time over 50 of his friends died in
crashes, both in combat and in accidents, but somehow his skill, and not an inconsiderable amount of luck
and superstition, saw him through.

His flying career began with a misbegotten strategy for beating the draft by enlisting. With the Vietnam War
raging full blast in 1968 the draft was inevitable, so he wanted to at least get some small measure of control
of his future. Although he had no thought of flying when he walked into the recruiting office, he walked out
signed up to be a helicopter pilot. What he did not know was that 43% of all the aircraft sent to Vietnam
were destroyed in combat or accidents. Soon he was in the thick of the war, flying Chinooks with the 101st
Airborne. After Vietnam he left the Army, but kept flying in the National Guard while going to college. He
was accepted at two law schools, but flying is addictive, so he instead enlisted in the USMC to fly some
more. Over the next 17 years he would fly around the world off US and British ships from Egypt to Norway
and all points in between. His engaging story will be a delight to all aviation enthusiasts.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Sitz:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you will require this Surprised at Being Alive: An Accidental Helicopter
Pilot in Vietnam and Beyond.

Scott Bourquin:

Often the book Surprised at Being Alive: An Accidental Helicopter Pilot in Vietnam and Beyond has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. The author makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to
read you can find the point easily after reading this book.

Michael Kendig:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Surprised at Being Alive: An Accidental
Helicopter Pilot in Vietnam and Beyond reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to
make book which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for
you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt
Surprised at Being Alive: An Accidental Helicopter Pilot in Vietnam and Beyond as good book not merely
by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you
still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you
so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Dorothy Saunders:

You can get this Surprised at Being Alive: An Accidental Helicopter Pilot in Vietnam and Beyond by go to
the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on
your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy
this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to
choose correct ways for you.
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