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The Taisho period, loosely the first three decades of the twentieth century, was a dynamic era in Japan. On
one hand, it spawned social liberalism and political radicalism; on the other, it generated the social
conservatism and cultural nativism that grew into the ultra-nationalism of 1937-1945.

In art, it produced an infatuation with Western modernism as well as a new exploration of traditional
aesthetics. Between these dramatic polarities was a rich middle ground of cultural synthesis and symbiosis in
which Western concepts of modernity and nostalgia for Japanese tradition seamlessly merged or creatively
contrasted. These values are witnessed in the Art Deco style, particularly as it infused Japanese art of Taisho.

Much of the debate over Japanese cultural identity centered on the appearance and social role of women. The
primary focus in this volume is the nexus of tradition and modernity manifest in popular images of women,
as well as in domestic furnishings and fashions made for women.

In an introductory essay, historian Sharon Minichiello provides a broad context for these issues by sketching
major domestic and international events and themes of the period. In his essay and catalogue entries, art
historian Kendall Brown first examines how women were at the center of the sociocultural debate on
Japanese modernity, then details how artists helped fashion various female types, including the modern girl,
the traditional beauty, and a new type of hybrid woman.

The nihonga paintings, woodblock prints, textiles, and domestic artifacts discussed and illustrated here are a
broad range of objects representative of mainstream Taisho visual culture, and reconstruct the styles popular
from 1915 to 1935 in a celebration of Taisho- Chic.
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From reader reviews:

Tara Thornton:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Taisho Chic: Japanese Modernity, Nostalgia, and Deco, you could tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Dennis Lewis:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer may be Taisho Chic: Japanese Modernity, Nostalgia, and Deco why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
direct you to pick up this book.

Martin Song:

You can spend your free time to read this book this book. This Taisho Chic: Japanese Modernity, Nostalgia,
and Deco is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If
you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you
much easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.

Troy Kemp:

Beside this kind of Taisho Chic: Japanese Modernity, Nostalgia, and Deco in your phone, it might give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is
fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow community.
It is good thing to have Taisho Chic: Japanese Modernity, Nostalgia, and Deco because this book offers for
your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you would not get what it's all about.
Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book as
well as read it from now!
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