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Find out how—and why—legislation has made economic rights more important than human rights

Since 1996, politicians and public officials in the United States have celebrated the “success” of welfare
reform legislation despite little, if any, evidence to support their claims. The Promise of Welfare Reform:
Political Rhetoric and the Reality of Poverty in the Twenty-First Century presents articles from 23
community practitioners and researchers who challenge the “reform” that has turned public aid from a right
to a privilege. The authors transcend conventional academic writing, offering careful and thoughtful analysis
that examines the history of welfare reform, its connection to poverty, family issues, and the impact of
racism on poverty and on the treatment of the poor.

The Promise of Welfare Reform analyzes the consequences over the past ten years of legislative changes
made to the public assistance program formerly known as Aid to Families with Dependant Children (AFDC).
This powerful book examines the social, political, and economic context of welfare reform, including the
elimination of poverty as a societal goal, how racial and ethic groups have been targeted, popular stereotypes
about the poor and their work ethic, anti-immigrant hostility, the struggles of single mothers with children,
domestic violence, and marriage as a realistic escape from poverty. The book’s authors address the need for
empathy and understanding to change public sentiments about welfare and poverty.

Contributors to The Promise of Welfare Reform include:

Elizabeth A. Segal and Keith M. Kilty, co-founding editors of the Journal of Poverty (Haworth)●

Frances Fox Piven, co-author of Regulating the Poor: The Functions of Public Welfare●

Ann Withorn, co-editor of For Crying Out Loud: Women’s Poverty in the United States●

Mimi Abramovitz, author of Under Attack, Fighting Back: Women and Welfare in the United States●

Joel Blau, co-author with Mimi Abramovitz of The Dynamics of Social Welfare Policy●

Margaret K. Nelson, author of The Social Economy of Single Mothers: Raising Children in Rural America●

Gwendolyn Mink, co-editor of Welfare: A Documentary History of U.S. Policy and Politics●

Kenneth J. Neubeck, co-author of Welfare Racism: Playing the Race Card Against America’s Poor●

Lynn Fujiwara, author of Sanctioning Immigrants: Asian Immigrant Women and the Racial Politics of●

Welfare Reform
Nancy C. Jurik, author of Bootstrap Dreams: U.S. Microenterprise Developments in an Era of Welfare●

Reform
and much more!●

The Promise of Welfare Reform challenges current views on welfare reform and promotes alternative
methods to alleviate poverty. It is an essential resource for sociologists, political scientists, economists,
public policy and management specialists, social welfare and human services workers, and anyone else
concerned about changes made to public assistance by the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity
Reconciliation Act of 1996.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Reeves:

The book The Promise of Welfare Reform: Political Rhetoric and the Reality of Poverty in the Twenty-First
Century gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot
more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with your
subject. If you can make reading through a book The Promise of Welfare Reform: Political Rhetoric and the
Reality of Poverty in the Twenty-First Century to be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages,
like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know
everything if you like open up and read a reserve The Promise of Welfare Reform: Political Rhetoric and the
Reality of Poverty in the Twenty-First Century. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Annette Dixon:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this The Promise of Welfare Reform: Political
Rhetoric and the Reality of Poverty in the Twenty-First Century book as basic and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Joanna Bowen:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline The Promise
of Welfare Reform: Political Rhetoric and the Reality of Poverty in the Twenty-First Century suitable to
you? The book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Promise of Welfare
Reform: Political Rhetoric and the Reality of Poverty in the Twenty-First Centuryis one of several books
which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new age that you ever know before. The author explained their concept in the
simple way, therefore all of people can easily to understand the core of this publication. This book will give
you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within
this book.

Laura Lee:

You can obtain this The Promise of Welfare Reform: Political Rhetoric and the Reality of Poverty in the
Twenty-First Century by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve
difficulty if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by
written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you



just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways
to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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