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"My favorite popular word book of the year"
-William Safire, NY Times 6/22/2008

A fun, new approach to examining etymology!

Many common English words started out with an entirely different meaning than the one we know today.
For example:

The word adamant came into English around 855 C.E. as a synonym for 'diamond,' very different from
today's meaning of the word: "utterly unyielding in attitude or opinion."

Before the year 1200, the word silly meant "blessed," and was derived from Old English saelig, meaning
"happy." This word went through several incarnations before adopting today's meaning: "stupid or foolish."

In Semantic Antics, lexicographer Sol Steinmetz takes readers on an in-depth, fascinating journey to learn
how hundreds of words have evolved from their first meaning to the meanings used today.
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From reader reviews:

Cesar Smith:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Semantic Antics:
How and Why Words Change Meaning suitable to you? Typically the book was written by famous writer in
this era. Often the book untitled Semantic Antics: How and Why Words Change Meaningis one of several
books in which everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read
this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained their
concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This
book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of
the world within this book.

Tracey Egan:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the guide untitled Semantic Antics: How and Why Words Change Meaning can be
good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Brett Munoz:

This Semantic Antics: How and Why Words Change Meaning is great book for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences in it.
So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Semantic Antics:
How and Why Words Change Meaning in your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this
publication already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt
this?

Bryant Booher:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much easier
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is Semantic Antics: How and Why Words Change Meaning this publication



consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This book was represented how can the
world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the
writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book suitable all of you.
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