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Almost a century ago Vassar professor Lucy Maynard Salmon (1853-1927) started down an intellectual path
that made her one of the most innovative historians of all time. Her historical method relied on extensive use
of the documents of everyday life. In class, for example, she surprised her students with laundry lists,
grocery receipts, and newspapers, and asked them to interpret these "ephemera" as historical documents.
What did the laundry receipts tell about those who used such services? About those who ran such
establishments? About systems of domestic service? Business organization? In short, Salmon recentered
history from narrative to methodology, from story to apparatus. By examining subjects that we associate with
material culture she anticipated current practices by decades. Salmon was modern in her concerns and her
methods, and a feminist in both her interests and her approach.

The book contains a cross-section of her essays, including selections from her ground-breaking study
"Domestic Service" and her well-known essays "History in a Back Yard" and "Main Street" in which she
reads the everyday environment of garden and city in historical terms. Also included are her remarkable
essay on the architectural organization of her kitchen and a hitherto unpublished essay on her former
professor, Woodrow Wilson, that describes him in vivid terms as an "autophotographer." Salmon's
modernism will startle those who have not read her before.
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From reader reviews:

Vance Malik:

The book History and the Texture of Modern Life: Selected Essays can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book History and the
Texture of Modern Life: Selected Essays? Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim
that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book
History and the Texture of Modern Life: Selected Essays has simple shape however, you know: it has great
and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Shawn Hodgin:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this History and the Texture of Modern
Life: Selected Essays book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in
this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Emilio Lutz:

This History and the Texture of Modern Life: Selected Essays usually are reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this History and the Texture of Modern Life:
Selected Essays can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple
reading food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book
is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed
ones. Beside that this History and the Texture of Modern Life: Selected Essays forcing you to have an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it
useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

James Stevens:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill
your free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled History and the Texture of Modern Life: Selected
Essays can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.
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