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The international trading system has come under increasing attack by activists as being in conflict with
human rights law. Others have defended the system as contributing more to the fulfillment of human rights
than many other areas of international law. This study examines the alleged conflict of WTO law with
international human rights law, using one of the most prominent examples of such a conflict: that between
international patent law, ie the TRIPS Agreement, and access to medication as guaranteed eg by the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. This highly controversial political issue of
the appropriate use of international patent law on life saving medicines gained the world's attention during
the discussion about the price of AIDS medication, but recent instances also include the availability of the
patented medication for bird flu and for anthrax. The book discusses both the patent law and the international
human rights law involved in great depth, distinguishing between obligations under different human rights
instruments and including a highly readable introduction into both areas of law. It then explains the concept
of conflict between legal regimes and why patent law and human rights law are in conflict. The current state
of international law on the conflict between legal regimes and the origin of such conflicts is analyzed,
covering such issues as hierarchy in international law and introducing the concept of 'factual hierarchy' The
book then turns to the role of human rights law in the WTO system, concluding that such law currently is
limited to aiding the interpreting of the WTO agreements. It shows how a further integration of human rights
law could be achieved and describes the progress made towards accommodating human rights concerns
within the TRIPS Agreement, culminating in the first ever decision to amend a core WTO Agreement in
December 2005.
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From reader reviews:

Herman Ovalle:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
you is you don't know which one you should start with. This Human Rights and the WTO: The Case of
Patents and Access to Medicines (International Economic Law Series) is our recommendation to make you
keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Leona Hicks:

This book untitled Human Rights and the WTO: The Case of Patents and Access to Medicines (International
Economic Law Series) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, here is because when you
read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you
can order it by means of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to
read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to
past this book from your list.

Diane Wilson:

The book Human Rights and the WTO: The Case of Patents and Access to Medicines (International
Economic Law Series) has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of
advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research prior
to write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Kimberly Moore:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Human Rights and the WTO: The Case of Patents and
Access to Medicines (International Economic Law Series), you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination
right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still
don't get it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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