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For more than twenty years, Maria Paula Acuña has claimed to see the Virgin Mary, once a month, at a place
called Our Lady of the Rock in the Mojave Desert of California. Hundreds of men, women, and children
follow her into the desert to watch her see what they cannot. While she sees and speaks with the Virgin,
onlookers search the skies for signs from heaven, snapping photographs of the sun and sky. Not all of them
are convinced that Maria Paula can see the Virgin, yet at each vision event they watch for subtle clues to
Mary’s presence, such as the unexpected scent of roses or a cloud in the shape of an angel. The visionary
depends on her audience to witness and authenticate her visions, while observers rely on Maria Paula and the
Virgin to create a sacred space and moment where they, too, can experience firsthand one of the oldest and
most fundamental promises of Christianity: direct contact with the divine. Together, visionary and witnesses
negotiate and enact their monthly liturgy of revelations.

Our Lady of the Rock, which features text by Lisa M. Bitel and more than sixty photographs by Matt Gainer,
shows readers what happens in the Mojave Desert each month and tells us how two thousand years of
Christian revelatory tradition prepared Maria Paula and her followers to meet in the desert. Based on six
years of observation and interviews, chapters analyze the rituals, iconographies, and physical environment of
Our Lady of the Rock. Bitel and Gainer also provide vivid portraits of the pilgrims?who they are, where they
come from, and how they practice the traditional Christian discernment of spirits and visions. They follow
three pilgrims as they return home with relics and proofs of visions where, out of Maria Paula’s sight, they
too have learned to see the Virgin. The book also documents the public response from the Catholic Church
and popular news media to Maria Paula and other contemporary visionaries.

Throughout, Our Lady of the Rock locates Maria Paula and her followers in the context of recent
demographic and cultural shifts in the American Southwest, the astonishing increase in reported apparitions
and miracles from around the world, the latest developments in communications and visual technologies, and
the never-ending debate among academics, faith leaders, scientists, and citizen observers about sight,
perception, reason, and belief.
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From reader reviews:

Micheal Summers:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important usually. The book Our Lady of the Rock: Vision and Pilgrimage in the Mojave
Desert was making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is
quite advantages for you. The reserve Our Lady of the Rock: Vision and Pilgrimage in the Mojave Desert is
not only giving you considerably more new information but also for being your friend when you truly feel
bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book
Our Lady of the Rock: Vision and Pilgrimage in the Mojave Desert. You never experience lose out for
everything in the event you read some books.

Rosa Nguyen:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Our Lady of the Rock: Vision and Pilgrimage in the Mojave Desert book is
readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer involving Our Lady of the Rock: Vision and Pilgrimage in the Mojave Desert content conveys the
thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content
material but it just different such as it. So , do you even now thinking Our Lady of the Rock: Vision and
Pilgrimage in the Mojave Desert is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Lisa Haight:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what
kind of publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you
want sense happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Our Lady of the
Rock: Vision and Pilgrimage in the Mojave Desert is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Georgia Evans:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Our Lady of the Rock: Vision and
Pilgrimage in the Mojave Desert book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book
that may be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping
wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt Our Lady of
the Rock: Vision and Pilgrimage in the Mojave Desert as good book not just by the cover but also by
content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing another sixth



sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening
to an additional sixth sense.
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