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The Hell-Fire Clubs scandalized eighteenth-century English society. Rumors of their orgies, recruitment of
prostitutes, extensive libraries of erotica, extreme rituals, and initiation ceremonies circulated widely at the
time, only to become more sensational as generations passed. This thoroughly researched book sets aside the
exaggerated gossip about the secret Hell-Fire Clubs and brings to light the first accurate portrait of their
membership (including John Wilkes, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and the Prince of Wales), beliefs,
activities, and the reasons for their proliferation, first in the British Isles and later in America, possibly under
the auspices of Benjamin Franklin.

Hell-Fire Clubs operated under a variety of titles, but all attracted similar members—mainly upper-class men
with abundant leisure and the desire to shock society. The book explores the social and economic context in
which the clubs emerged and flourished; their various phases, which first involved violence as an assertion of
masculinity, then religious blasphemy, and later sexual indulgence; and the countermovement that eventually
suppressed them. Uncovering the facts behind the Hell-Fire legends, this book also opens a window on the
rich contradictions of the Enlightenment period.
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From reader reviews:

Homer Smith:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to you is you don't know which you should start with. This The Hellfire Clubs: Sex, Satanism and Secret
Societies is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Kristi Jones:

The publication untitled The Hellfire Clubs: Sex, Satanism and Secret Societies is the e-book that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The article author was did a lot of study when write the book, and so the information that they share for you
is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Hellfire Clubs: Sex, Satanism and Secret Societies
from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Paul Avila:

The book untitled The Hellfire Clubs: Sex, Satanism and Secret Societies contain a lot of information on the
item. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is very simple to implement all the people,
so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by famous author. The author
provides you in the new period of time of literary works. You can read this book because you can read on
your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the
e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.

Vincent Humphreys:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
might have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific The Hellfire Clubs: Sex, Satanism
and Secret Societies can give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have issue that
they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We should have The Hellfire
Clubs: Sex, Satanism and Secret Societies.
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