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In early 2011 an elderly Alawite shaykh lamented the long history of oppression and aggression against his
people. Against such collective memories the Syrian uprising was viewed by many Alawites, and observers,
as a revanchist Sunni Muslim movement and the gravest threat yet to the unorthodox Shi'a sub-sect. This
explained why the Alawites largely remained loyal to the Ba'athist regime of Bashar al-Asad.

But was Alawite history really a constant tale of oppression and was the Syrian uprising of 2011 really an
existential threat to the Alawites? This book surveys Alawite history from the sect's inception in Abbasid
Iraq up to the start of the uprising in 2011. The book shows how Alawite identity and political behaviour
have been shaped by a cycle of insecurity that has prevented the group from achieving either genuine social
integration or long term security. Rather than being the gravest threat yet to the sect, the Syrian uprising, in
the context of the Arab Spring, was quite possibly a historic opportunity for the Alawites to finally break free
from their cycle of fear.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Leduc:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Cycle of Fear: Syria's Alawites in War and Peace. Try to face the book Cycle
of Fear: Syria's Alawites in War and Peace as your friend. It means that it can being your friend when you
sense alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The
book makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we need to make
new experience and knowledge with this book.

Kimberly Towe:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Cycle of Fear: Syria's
Alawites in War and Peace? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know beside you can
spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or
you have different opinion?

Judy Newberry:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this Cycle of Fear:
Syria's Alawites in War and Peace, you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Your
knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Gary Campbell:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Cycle of Fear: Syria's
Alawites in War and Peace which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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