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In Mea Culpa, Steven W. Bender examines how the United States’ collective shame about its past has
shaped the evolution of law and behavior. We regret slavery and segregationist Jim Crow laws. We
eventually apologize, while ignoring other oppressions, and our legal response to regret often fails to be
transformative for the affected groups. By examining policies and practices that have affected the lives of
groups that have been historically marginalized and oppressed, Bender is able to draw persuasive
connections between shame and its eventual legal manifestations. Analyzing the United States’ historical
response to its own atrocities, Bender identifies and develops a definitive moral compass that guides us away
from the policies and practices that lead to societal regret.

Mea Culpa challenges its readers. In a different era, might we have been slave owners or proprietors of a
racially segregated establishment? It’s easy to judge immorality in the hindsight of history, but what current
practices and policies will later generations regret?

More than a historical survey, this volume offers a framework for resolving some of the most contentious
social problems of our time. Drawing on his background as a legal scholar, Bender tackles immigration, the
death penalty, the war on terror, reproductive rights, welfare, wage inequity, homelessness, mass
incarceration, and same-sex marriage. Ultimately, he argues, it is the dehumanization of human beings that
allows for practices to occur that will later be marked as regrettable. And all of us have a stake in standing on
the side of history that resists dehumanization.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Williams:

This Mea Culpa: Lessons on Law and Regret from U.S. History book is not really ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information
inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read a lot of
information you will get. This specific Mea Culpa: Lessons on Law and Regret from U.S. History without
we recognize teach the one who reading through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't
possibly be worry Mea Culpa: Lessons on Law and Regret from U.S. History can bring any time you are and
not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even
cellphone. This Mea Culpa: Lessons on Law and Regret from U.S. History having great arrangement in word
and also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

William Rocha:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may be
the reserve untitled Mea Culpa: Lessons on Law and Regret from U.S. History can be very good book to
read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Tammy Kovar:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Mea Culpa: Lessons on Law and Regret from
U.S. History, you can enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang
type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as
reading friends.

Robert Jones:

You can obtain this Mea Culpa: Lessons on Law and Regret from U.S. History by browse the bookstore or
Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge.
Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply
by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose suitable ways for



you.
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