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Middle Eastern immigration to Mexico is one of the intriguing, untold stories in the history of both regions.
In So Far from Allah, So Close to Mexico, Theresa Alfaro-Velcamp presents the fascinating findings of her
extensive fieldwork in Mexico as well as in Lebanon and Syria, which included comprehensive data
collection from more than 8,000 original immigration cards as well as studies of decades of legal
publications and the collection of historiographies from descendents of Middle Eastern immigrants living in
Mexico today.

Adding an important chapter to studies of the Arab diaspora, Alfaro-Velcamp's study shows that political
instability in both Mexico and the Middle East kept many from fulfilling their dreams of returning to their
countries of origin after realizing wealth in Mexico, in a few cases drawing on an imagined Phoenician past
to create a class of economically powerful Lebanese Mexicans. She also explores the repercussions of
xenophobia in Mexico, the effect of religious differences, and the impact of key events such as the Mexican
Revolution.

Challenging the post-revolutionary definitions of mexicanidad and exposing new aspects of the often
contradictory attitudes of Mexicans toward foreigners, So Far from Allah, So Close to Mexico should spark
timely dialogues regarding race and ethnicity, and the essence of Mexican citizenship.
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From reader reviews:

Eva Stanfield:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take
a wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled So Far from
Allah, So Close to Mexico: Middle Eastern Immigrants in Modern Mexico? Maybe it is for being best
activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more
intelligent than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Sheila Carter:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as
in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be So Far from Allah, So Close to Mexico: Middle
Eastern Immigrants in Modern Mexico why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards
to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Hazel Reinoso:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this guide. This So Far from Allah, So Close to
Mexico: Middle Eastern Immigrants in Modern Mexico is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation
area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you
can buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your
smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Shari Villa:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book So Far from Allah, So Close to Mexico: Middle
Eastern Immigrants in Modern Mexico was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know
that book So Far from Allah, So Close to Mexico: Middle Eastern Immigrants in Modern Mexico has many
kinds or category. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read
and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can
make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading
this.
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