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Selected by Choice magazine as an Outstanding Academic Title

Typically residing in areas of concentrated urban poverty, too many young black men are trapped in a
horrific cycle that includes active discrimination, unemployment, violence, crime, prison, and early death.
This toxic mixture has given rise to wider stereotypes that limit the social capital of all young black males.

Edited and with an introductory chapter by sociologist Elijah Anderson, the essays in Against the Wall
describe how the young black man has come to be identified publicly with crime and violence. In reaction to
his sense of rejection, he may place an exaggerated emphasis on the integrity of his self-expression in
clothing and demeanor by adopting the fashions of the "street." To those deeply invested in and associated
with the dominant culture, his attitude is perceived as profoundly oppositional. His presence in public
gathering places becomes disturbing to others, and the stereotype of the dangerous young black male is
perpetuated and strengthened.

To understand the origin of the problem and the prospects of the black inner-city male, it is essential to
distinguish his experience from that of his pre-Civil Rights Movement forebears. In the 1950s, as militant
black people increasingly emerged to challenge the system, the figure of the black male became more
ambiguous and fearsome. And while this activism did have the positive effect of creating opportunities for
the black middle class who fled from the ghettos, those who remained faced an increasingly desperate
climate.

Featuring a foreword by Cornel West and sixteen original essays by contributors including William Julius
Wilson, Gerald D. Jaynes, Douglas S. Massey, and Peter Edelman, Against the Wall illustrates how social
distance increases as alienation and marginalization within the black male underclass persist, thereby
deepening the country's racial divide.
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From reader reviews:

Carman Robertson:

The reserve with title Against the Wall: Poor, Young, Black, and Male (The City in the Twenty-First
Century) has lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book.
That book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the
world today. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will
bring you with new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it
anywhere you want.

Claudia Fox:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read will be Against the Wall: Poor, Young, Black, and Male (The City in the Twenty-First Century).

Bruno Reed:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This publication Against the Wall: Poor, Young, Black, and Male (The City in the Twenty-
First Century) was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big
selling point of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at this point, many
ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Eduardo Fernandez:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Against the Wall: Poor, Young, Black, and Male
(The City in the Twenty-First Century) to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the
idea about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it.
Beside that the book Against the Wall: Poor, Young, Black, and Male (The City in the Twenty-First
Century) can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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