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The “stimulating, richly informed” (The Wall Street Journal) story behind the Compromise of 1850,
which preserved the Union on the eve of the Civil War—“original in concept, stylish in
execution…provides everything history readers want.…The characters seem as vivid, human, and
understandable as those who walk the halls of Congress today” (The Washington Post).

The Mexican War introduced vast new territories into the United States, including California and the
present-day Southwest. When California settlers petitioned for admission to the Union, Congress was
presented with a seemingly intractable dilemma: with the Senate precariously balanced at fifteen free states
and fifteen slave states, would California be free or slave? So began an unprecedented crisis in American
government and the longest debate in Senate history.

Fergus Bordewich tells the epic story of the Compromise of 1850 with skill and vigor, bringing to life two
generations of senators who dominated the great debate. Luminaries such as John Calhoun, Daniel Webster,
and Henry Clay were nearing the end of their long careers, while rising stars such as Jefferson Davis,
William Seward, and Stephen Douglas would shape the country’s politics as slavery gradually fractured the
nation.

The Compromise saved the Union from collapse, but it did so at a great cost. America’s Great Debate takes
us back to a time when political compromise was not only possible, but imperative for the survival of the
nation.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Wax:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare
time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you do?
Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question since just their can do this. It said
that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on guardería until
university need this America's Great Debate: Henry Clay, Stephen A. Douglas, and the Compromise That
Preserved the Union to read.

Danielle Smith:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The America's Great Debate: Henry Clay, Stephen A. Douglas, and the Compromise That Preserved the
Union will give you a new experience in reading through a book.

Leonard Santiago:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the
top record in your reading list is America's Great Debate: Henry Clay, Stephen A. Douglas, and the
Compromise That Preserved the Union. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you
closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this book you can get many
advantages.

Linda Williams:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book America's Great Debate: Henry Clay, Stephen A.
Douglas, and the Compromise That Preserved the Union was multi-colored and of course has pictures
around. As we know that book America's Great Debate: Henry Clay, Stephen A. Douglas, and the
Compromise That Preserved the Union has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example
Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all
of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best
book for you and try to like reading this.
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