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Is the richness and diversity of rituals and celebrations in South Asia unique? Are Indians or Hindus more
involved in rituals than people of other faiths and other places? If so, what makes them special? Can we
speak of a homo ritualis when it comes to India or Hinduism?

Drawing on extensive textual studies and fieldwork in Nepal and India, Axel Michaels demonstrates how the
characteristic structure of Hindu rituals employs the Brahmanic-Sanskritic sacrifice as a model, and how this
structure is one of the distinguishing features of Hinduism more generally. Many religions tend over time to
develop less ritualized or more open forms of belief, but Brahmanical Hinduism has internalized ritual
behavior to the extent that it has become its most important and distinctive feature, permeating social and
personal life alike. The religion can thus be seen as a particular case in the history of religions in which ritual
form dominates belief and develops a sweeping autonomy of ritual behavior.

Homo Ritualis analyzes ritual through these cultural-specific and religious contexts, taking into account how
indigenous terms and theories affect and contribute to current ritual theory. It describes and investigates
various forms of Hindu rituals and festivals, such as life-cycle rituals, the Vedic sacrifice, vows processions,
and the worship of deities (puja). It also examines various conceptual components of (Hindu) rituals such as
framing, formality, modality, and theories of meaning.
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From reader reviews:

Ethan Scott:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled Homo Ritualis: Hindu Ritual and Its Significance for Ritual
Theory (Oxford Ritual Studies). Try to make book Homo Ritualis: Hindu Ritual and Its Significance for
Ritual Theory (Oxford Ritual Studies) as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you
experience alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
you. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So ,
we should make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Betty Giuliani:

This Homo Ritualis: Hindu Ritual and Its Significance for Ritual Theory (Oxford Ritual Studies) are usually
reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Homo Ritualis: Hindu
Ritual and Its Significance for Ritual Theory (Oxford Ritual Studies) can be among the great books you must
have is usually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you actually with information that
possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Homo Ritualis: Hindu Ritual and
Its Significance for Ritual Theory (Oxford Ritual Studies) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for
instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day
activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Crystal Parrish:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Homo Ritualis: Hindu Ritual and Its Significance
for Ritual Theory (Oxford Ritual Studies), you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still
need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy
it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Alice Concannon:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of
news. In this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or



just in search of the Homo Ritualis: Hindu Ritual and Its Significance for Ritual Theory (Oxford Ritual
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