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American Prometheus is the first full-scale biography of J. Robert Oppenheimer, “father of the atomic
bomb,” the brilliant, charismatic physicist who led the effort to capture the awesome fire of the sun for his
country in time of war. Immediately after Hiroshima, he became the most famous scientist of his
generation–one of the iconic figures of the twentieth century, the embodiment of modern man confronting
the consequences of scientific progress.

He was the author of a radical proposal to place international controls over atomic materials–an idea that is
still relevant today. He opposed the development of the hydrogen bomb and criticized the Air Force’s plans
to fight an infinitely dangerous nuclear war. In the now almost-forgotten hysteria of the early 1950s, his
ideas were anathema to powerful advocates of a massive nuclear buildup, and, in response, Atomic Energy
Commission chairman Lewis Strauss, Superbomb advocate Edward Teller and FBI director J. Edgar Hoover
worked behind the scenes to have a hearing board find that Oppenheimer could not be trusted with
America’s nuclear secrets.

American Prometheus sets forth Oppenheimer’s life and times in revealing and unprecedented detail.
Exhaustively researched, it is based on thousands of records and letters gathered from archives in America
and abroad, on massive FBI files and on close to a hundred interviews with Oppenheimer’s friends, relatives
and colleagues.

We follow him from his earliest education at the turn of the twentieth century at New York City’s Ethical
Culture School, through personal crises at Harvard and Cambridge universities. Then to Germany, where he
studied quantum physics with the world’s most accomplished theorists; and to Berkeley, California, where
he established, during the 1930s, the leading American school of theoretical physics, and where he became
deeply involved with social justice causes and their advocates, many of whom were communists. Then to
Los Alamos, New Mexico, where he transformed a bleak mesa into the world’s most potent nuclear weapons
laboratory–and where he himself was transformed. And finally, to the Institute for Advanced Study in
Princeton, which he directed from 1947 to 1966.

American Prometheus is a rich evocation of America at midcentury, a new and compelling portrait of a
brilliant, ambitious, complex and flawed man profoundly connected to its major events–the Depression,
World War II and the Cold War. It is at once biography and history, and essential to our understanding of our
recent past–and of our choices for the future.
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From reader reviews:

Micheal Moore:

This American Prometheus: The Triumph and Tragedy of J. Robert Oppenheimer book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book
is usually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person
read a lot of information you will get. This particular American Prometheus: The Triumph and Tragedy of J.
Robert Oppenheimer without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in considering and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry American Prometheus: The Triumph and Tragedy of J. Robert
Oppenheimer can bring whenever you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This American Prometheus: The
Triumph and Tragedy of J. Robert Oppenheimer having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so
you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Carmen Jensen:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider if those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take American Prometheus: The Triumph and Tragedy
of J. Robert Oppenheimer as your daily resource information.

Lisa Madruga:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name American Prometheus:
The Triumph and Tragedy of J. Robert Oppenheimer suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well
known writer in this era. Often the book untitled American Prometheus: The Triumph and Tragedy of J.
Robert Oppenheimeris a single of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired a lot of
people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever know previous
to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the
core of this book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world on this book.

Donna Canales:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is identified as of book
American Prometheus: The Triumph and Tragedy of J. Robert Oppenheimer. You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make a person happier



to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location to other
place.
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