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Having been awarded the Medal of Honor for combat on Guadalcanal, U.S. Marine Gunnery Sergeant John
Basilone was the first nationally recognized hero of World War II. The epic October 25 to 26, 1942, battle
for Guadalcanal in which Basilone was the central figure was the initial turning point in the South West
Pacific island's campaign. Indeed, the battle for Guadalcanal was the first to bring organized U.S. land forces
to bear against the Japanese in order to initiate decisive American presence in that area.

At the age of twenty-nine, Basilone was considered one of the ''Old Breed,'' having served in the U.S. Army
in the Philippines before the war. A U.S. postal stamp bears Sergeant Basilone's photo.

Sergeant Basilone, during his consequent posting at Camp Pendleton, California, found his true love in dark-
haired Lena Riggi, herself a Marine mess sergeant. The couple married in July of 1944. But John was to tell
Lena, only a few months later, that he had to leave her to be with his men. He was next posted at Hilo,
Hawaii, where continued training ensued. From Hilo John wrote letters to Lena, reassuring her that he would
return to her. Then it was time for them to leave, not knowing where they were headed in their position
among the greatest convoy to take to the sea. For the first time, excerpts from John s letters to Lena during
ship transport to Iwo Jima are presented to the reader.

On February 19, 1945, Sergeant Basilone landed on Iwo Jima in the third wave and immediately went
forward into those young Marines who had landed with the first and second waves. They were lying prone,
having been pinned down on the beach by enemy fire. Sergeant Basilone bravely walked among them.
Ignoring enemy mortar and machinegun fire, he prodded them forward, to ''get the hell off the beach.'' With
one of the platoons he had trained, Basilone took out an artillery bunker that had been raining heavy fire
down on the beach. He then guided a tank to safety as he returned to his platoon with Marine reinforcements.
It was during this movement that Sergeant Basilone was killed by Japanese mortar fire. He was awarded the
Navy Cross posthumously.
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From reader reviews:

Keith McLeod:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy
read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Manila John: The Life and
Combat Actions of Marine Gunnery Sergeant John Basilone, Hero of Guadalcanal and Iwo Jima is kind of e-
book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Amber Weitz:

Often the book Manila John: The Life and Combat Actions of Marine Gunnery Sergeant John Basilone, Hero
of Guadalcanal and Iwo Jima will bring you to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style
to describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you.
The book Manila John: The Life and Combat Actions of Marine Gunnery Sergeant John Basilone, Hero of
Guadalcanal and Iwo Jima is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book through
the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Angela Smith:

You can obtain this Manila John: The Life and Combat Actions of Marine Gunnery Sergeant John Basilone,
Hero of Guadalcanal and Iwo Jima by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be
your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by
written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now,
you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
own personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Mary Hubbard:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news. On
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the Manila John: The Life and Combat Actions of Marine Gunnery Sergeant John Basilone,
Hero of Guadalcanal and Iwo Jima when you required it?
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