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"Being powerless to direct the current, I can only wait to see whither it runs," wrote Jefferson Davis to his
wife, Varina, on October 11, 1865, five months after the victorious United States Army took him prisoner.
Indeed, in the tumultuous years immediately after the Civil War, Davis found himself more acted upon than
active, a dramatic change from his previous twenty years of public service to the United States as a major
political figure and then to the Confederacy as its president and commander in chief.

Volume 12 of The Papers of Jefferson Davis follows the former president of the Confederacy as he and his
family fight to find their place in the world after the Civil War. A federal prisoner, incarcerated in a "living
tomb" at Fort Monroe while the government decided whether, where, and by whom he should be tried for
treason, Davis was initially allowed to correspond only with his wife and counsel. Released from prison after
two hard years, he was not free from legal proceedings until 1869. Stateless, homeless, and without means to
support himself and his young family, Davis lived in Canada and then Europe, searching for a new career in
a congenial atmosphere. Finally, in November 1869, he settled in Memphis as president of a life insurance
company and, for the first time in four years, had the means to build a new life.

Throughout this difficult period, Varina Howell Davis demonstrated strength and courage, especially when
her husband was in prison. She fought tirelessly for his release and to ensure their children's education and
safety. Their letters clearly demonstrate the Davises' love and their dependence on each other. They both
worried over the fate of the South and of family members and friends who had suffered during the war.

Though disfranchised, Davis remained careful but not totally silent on the subject of politics. Even while in
prison, he wrote without regret of his decision to follow Mississippi out of the Union and of his unswerving
belief in the constitutionality of state rights and secession. Likewise, he praised all who supported the
Confederacy with their blood and who, like himself, had lost everything.
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From reader reviews:

Charlie Smith:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve The Papers of Jefferson Davis: June
1865--December 1870 will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can
know about anything. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's
not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book
with you?

Loretta Manson:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be consider while those
information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you
obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen with you if you take The Papers of Jefferson Davis: June 1865--December 1870 as the daily resource
information.

Sarah Frigo:

Exactly why? Because this The Papers of Jefferson Davis: June 1865--December 1870 is an unordinary book
that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret this
inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way makes
the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So ,
it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book
will give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your
critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the guide
store hurriedly.

Mark Adair:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Papers of
Jefferson Davis: June 1865--December 1870 which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's find.
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