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Saint Francis of Assisi is arguably the most attractive saint ever produced by the Catholic Church. The
unusually high regard with which he is held has served to insulate him from any real criticism of the kind of
sanctity that he embodied: sanctity based first and foremost on his deliberate pursuit of poverty. In this book,
Kenneth Baxter Wolf takes a fresh look at Francis and the idea of voluntary poverty as a basis for Christian
perfection. Wolf's point of departure is a series of simple but hitherto unasked questions about the precise
nature of Francis's poverty: How did he go about transforming himself from a rich man to a poor one? How
successful was this transformation? How did his self-imposed poverty compare to the involuntary poverty of
those he met in and around Assisi? What did poor people of this type get out of their contact with Francis?
What did Francis get out of his contact with them? Wolf finds that while Francis's conception of poverty as a
spiritual discipline may have opened the door to salvation for wealthy Christians like himself, it effectively
precluded the idea that the poor could use their own involuntary poverty as a path to heaven. Based on a
thorough reconsideration of the earliest biographies of the saint, as well as Francis's own writings, Wolf's
work sheds important new light on the inherent ironies of poverty as a spiritual discipline and its relationship
to poverty as a socio-economic affliction.
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From reader reviews:

Bernard Martin:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What
did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question because just their can do
that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on
pre-school until university need this kind of The Poverty of Riches: St. Francis of Assisi Reconsidered
(Oxford Studies in Historical Theology) to read.

Lawrence Rector:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
great deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there when the spare
time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is actually The Poverty of Riches: St. Francis of Assisi Reconsidered (Oxford Studies in Historical
Theology).

Rose Sosa:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The
Poverty of Riches: St. Francis of Assisi Reconsidered (Oxford Studies in Historical Theology) which is
finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Earl Quintana:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Poverty of Riches: St. Francis of Assisi
Reconsidered (Oxford Studies in Historical Theology) can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book
you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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