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This is the story of the men who, as political realists, fought for the cause of racial reform in America before,
during, and after the Civil War. Charles Sumner, Thaddeus Stevens, Benjamin F. Wade, and Zachariah
Chandler are the central figures in Mr. Trefousse's study of the Radical Republicans who steered a course
between the extreme abolitionists on the one hand and the more cautious gradualists on the other, as they
strove to break the slaveholder's domination of the federal government andthen to wrest from the postbellum
South an acknowledgment of the civil rights of the Negro. The author delineates their key role in founding
the Republican party and follows their struggle to keep the party firm in its opposition to the expansion of
slavery, to commit it to emancipation, and finally to make it the party of racial justice.
     This is the story as well of the tangled relationship of the Radical Republicans with Abraham Lincoln—a
relationship of both quarrels and mutual support. The author stresses the similarity between Lincoln's
ultimate aims and those of the Radical Republicans, demonstrating that without Lincoln's support Sumner
and his colleagues could never have accomplished their ends—and that without their help Lincoln might not
have succeeded in crushing the rebellion and putting an end to the slavery. And he argues that by 1865
Lincoln's Reconstruction policies were nearing those of the Radicals and that, had he lived, they would not
have broken with him as they did with his successor.
     Lincoln's assassination left the Radicals with no means to translate their demands into effective action.
Their efforts to remake the South in such a way as to secure justice for the Negro brought them into conflict
with President Johnson, in whose impeachment they played a leading role. Although they succeeded in
initiating congressional Reconstruction and adding the fourteenth and fifteenth amendments to the
Constitution, the Radicals lost power after the failure of the Johnson impeachment. Mr. Trefousse shows
how, despite their declining influence throughout the 1870s, their accomplishments helped make possible—a
century later—the resumption of the struggle for civil rights.
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From reader reviews:

William Perez:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called The Radical
Republicans? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time along
with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have
various other opinion?

Denise Barnhart:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Radical Republicans,
you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type
is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.

Jason Savage:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Radical Republicans e-book written by
well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who else
read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for
eliminate your own hunger then you still question The Radical Republicans as good book not merely by the
cover but also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do
you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Dale Eich:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news. With
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just trying to find the The Radical Republicans when you necessary it?
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