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William Mulholland presided over the creation of a water system that forever changed the course of southern
California's history. Mulholland, a self-taught engineer, was the chief architect of the Owens Valley
Aqueduct—a project ranking in magnitude and daring with the Panama Canal—that brought water to semi-
arid Los Angeles from the lush Owens Valley. The story of Los Angeles's quest for water is both famous and
notorious: it has been the subject of the classic yet historically distorted movie Chinatown, as well as many
other accounts. This first full-length biography of Mulholland challenges many of the prevailing versions of
his life story and sheds new light on the history of Los Angeles and its relationship with its most prized
resource: water.

Catherine Mulholland, the engineer's granddaughter, provides insights into this story that family familiarity
affords, and adds to our historical understanding with extensive primary research in sources such as
Mulholland's recently uncovered office files, newspapers, and Department of Water and Power archives. She
scrutinizes Mulholland's life—from his childhood in Ireland to his triumphant completion of the Owens
Valley Aqueduct to the tragedy that ended his career. This vivid portrait of a rich chapter in the history of
Los Angeles is enhanced with a generous selection of previously unpublished photographs.

Los Angeles Times Best Nonfiction Book of 2000
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Diaz:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other
is high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of William
Mulholland and the Rise of Los Angeles book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this book
is usually more than just a book.

Robert Stitt:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This William Mulholland and the Rise of Los Angeles book is readable by
simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading
through experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer
connected with William Mulholland and the Rise of Los Angeles content conveys objective easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different
by means of it. So , do you still thinking William Mulholland and the Rise of Los Angeles is not loveable to
be your top list reading book?

George Pinard:

The knowledge that you get from William Mulholland and the Rise of Los Angeles may be the more deep
you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to comprehend but William Mulholland and the Rise of Los Angeles giving you
buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by
simply anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book
also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this particular
William Mulholland and the Rise of Los Angeles instantly.

Sherry Duncan:

The book William Mulholland and the Rise of Los Angeles has a lot of information on it. So when you read
this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author
makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily
after reading this book.
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