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Same-sex marriage has become one of the most volatile issues in American politics. But if most young
people support gay marriage, and if there are clear indicators that a substantial majority of the population
will soon favor it, why has the outcry against it been so strong?

Bancroft Prize-winning historian and legal expert Michael Klarman offers here an illuminating and engaging
account of modern litigation over same-sex marriage. After looking at the treatment of gays in the decades
after World War II and the birth of the modern gay rights movement with the Stonewall Rebellion in 1969,
Klarman describes the key legal cases involving gay marriage and the dramatic political backlashes they
ignited. He examines the Hawaii Supreme Court's ruling in 1993, which sparked a vast political backlash--
with more than 35 states and Congress enacting defense-of-marriage acts--and the Massachusetts decision in
Goodridge in 2003, which inspired more than 25 states to adopt constitutional bans on same-sex marriage.
Klarman traces this same pattern--court victory followed by dramatic backlash--through cases in Vermont,
California, and Iowa, taking the story right up to the present. He also describes some of the collateral
political damage caused by court decisions in favor of gay marriage--Iowa judges losing their jobs, Senator
Majority Leader Tom Daschle losing his seat, and the possibly dispositive impact of gay marriage on the
2004 presidential election. But Klarman also notes several ways in which litigation has accelerated the
coming of same-sex marriage: forcing people to discuss the issue, raising the hopes and expectations of gay
activists, and making other reforms like civil unions seem more moderate by comparison. In the end,
Klarman discusses how gay marriage is likely to evolve in the future, predicts how the U.S. Supreme Court
might ultimately resolve the issue, and assesses the costs and benefits of activists pursuing social reforms
such as gay marriage through the courts.

From the Closet to the Altar will stand as the definitive one-volume history of the tumultuous emergence of
same-sex marriage in American life as well as a landmark study of litigation, social reform, and the
phenomenon of political backlash to court decisions.
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From reader reviews:

Bonnie Fernandez:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled From the Closet to the Altar: Courts, Backlash, and the Struggle for Same-
Sex Marriage. Try to the actual book From the Closet to the Altar: Courts, Backlash, and the Struggle for
Same-Sex Marriage as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and
beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The
book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let us make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Carissa Ware:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This From the Closet to the Altar: Courts,
Backlash, and the Struggle for Same-Sex Marriage is our recommendation to help you keep up with the
world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Mitchell Smith:

Beside this From the Closet to the Altar: Courts, Backlash, and the Struggle for Same-Sex Marriage in your
phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged
people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have From the Closet to the Altar: Courts, Backlash, and the
Struggle for Same-Sex Marriage because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have
book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss it? Find this book and also read it from now!

Joan Morris:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul or real their
hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this From the Closet to the Altar: Courts, Backlash, and the Struggle for Same-



Sex Marriage can make you feel more interested to read.
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