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What did it mean to be a wife, woman, or slave in a society in which a land-owning woman was forbidden to
lay with her male slave but the same slave might be allowed to take concubines? Jurists of the nascent
Maliki, Hanafi, and Shafi‘i legal schools frequently compared marriage to purchase and divorce to
manumission. Juggling scripture, precedent, and custom on one hand, and the requirements of logical
consistency on the other, legal scholars engaged in vigorous debate. The emerging consensus demonstrated a
self-perpetuating analogy between a husband’s status as master and a wife’s as slave, even as jurists insisted
on the dignity of free women and, increasingly, the masculine rights of enslaved husbands.

Marriage and Slavery in Early Islam presents the first systematic analysis of how these jurists
conceptualized marriage?its rights and obligations?using the same rhetoric of ownership used to describe
slavery. Kecia Ali explores parallels between marriage and concubinage that legitimized sex and legitimated
offspring using eighth- through tenth-century legal texts. As the jurists discussed claims spouses could make
on each other?including dower, sex, obedience, and companionship–they returned repeatedly to issues of
legal status: wife and concubine, slave and free, male and female.

Complementing the growing body of scholarship on Islamic marital and family law, Ali boldly contributes to
the ongoing debates over feminism, sexuality, and reform in Islam.
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From reader reviews:

Jason Urso:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Marriage and Slavery in
Early Islam. All type of book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet resources or other
social media.

Linda Wood:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Marriage and Slavery in Early Islam as the daily resource
information.

Donna Salerno:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read will be Marriage and Slavery in Early Islam.

Jimmie Houck:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Marriage and Slavery in Early Islam
that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over
the world can be said as the method for people to know world better then how they react in the direction of
the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person but for all of you
who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is
possible to pick Marriage and Slavery in Early Islam become your personal starter.
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