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"Valuable for scholars across disciplines including American literature, cultural studies, religious studies,
and more. Missionary Positions identifies a new sub-genre in American literature--the missionary novel--and
then examines key works to gauge cultural debates over America’s role in the world."--Tisa Wenger, Yale
Divinity School

The central premise of Missionary Positions is that missionary evangelicalism has been an integral feature of
American imperial ventures since the founding of the Republic. Albert Tricomi demonstrates that from the
early nineteenth century to the present, American fiction writers have often sought to represent--and critique-
-America’s missionary identity in their work. In the process he defines the missionary novel as a distinct
sub-genre of fictional narrative, explains how it came into being, and identifies its primary characteristics.

From Melville’s Typee and Omoo to Kingsolver’s Poisonwood Bible, from Michener’s Hawaii to LaHaye’s
Left Behind series, Tricomi traces the various manifestations of the missionary novel over time. His close
readings of individual works also treat selected novels of Sedgwick, Cooper, Hobart, McKay, and Lewis, as
well as several examples of Twain’s short fiction.

Weaving together political, theological, and literary analyses, this original, thought-provoking investigation
examines a broad range of works, featuring both those that celebrate and those that criticize American
missionaries at home and abroad. Tricomi illuminates fascinating relationships between Christian
evangelicalism and American destiny, including cultural and religious imperialism, and concludes with a
disturbing judgment on the limitations of contemporary versions of the genre.
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From reader reviews:

Viola Waters:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Missionary Positions:
Evangelicalism and Empire in American Fiction will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that will open or
reading a book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have
you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Marie Nitta:

The ability that you get from Missionary Positions: Evangelicalism and Empire in American Fiction may be
the more deep you searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Missionary Positions: Evangelicalism and
Empire in American Fiction giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in
certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is
well-known enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for
having this kind of Missionary Positions: Evangelicalism and Empire in American Fiction instantly.

Nicole Norris:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of various ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Missionary Positions: Evangelicalism and Empire in American Fiction, you may tells your family, friends
along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.

Mary Kidd:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Missionary Positions:
Evangelicalism and Empire in American Fiction can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You
are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these ebooks have than the others?
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