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Drawing on more than four decades of research, Tennessee Log Buildings examines one of the Volunteer
State’s most precious—and fast-disappearing—traditions. From the pioneer era through the mid–twentieth
century, folk builders in Tennessee used logs to construct cabins, barns, other outbuildings, schools, and
churches. In warm, accessible prose that often makes this deeply researched work read like guidebook, John
Rehder explores the varied styles and architectural characteristics of these fascinating structures, including
their floor plans, the types of timber used, and the different notches that were cut into the logs to secure the
structures.
    Profusely illustrated with over one hundred images, Tennessee Log Houses traces the evolution of log
houses from one-room (or single-pen) dwellings to more elaborate homes of various types, such as
saddlebags, Cumberland houses, dogtrots, and two-story I-houses. Rehder discusses the historic settlement
patterns and building traditions that led to this variety of house types and identifies their particular
occurrences throughout the state by drawing on surveys conducted in forty-two counties by teams working
for the Tennessee Historical Commission (THC). Similarly, he explores disparate barn and outbuilding
types, including the distinctive cantilever barns that are found predominantly in East Tennessee. Sprinkled
throughout the book are engaging anecdotes that convey just what it is like to conduct field research in
remote rural areas. Rehder also describes in detail a number of the state’s exceptional log places, among
them Wynnewood, an enormous structure in Middle Tennessee which dates back to the early nineteenth
century and which suffered severe tornado damage in 2008.
    As the author notes, many of the buildings originally identified in the THC investigations have now
vanished completely while others are in serious disrepair. Thus, this book not only offers an instructive and
delightful look at a key part of Tennessee’s heritage but also makes an eloquent plea for its preservation.

Until his death in 2011, JOHN B. REHDER was a professor of geography at the University of Tennessee,
Knoxville. He first joined the UT faculty in 1967. He was the author of Appalachian Folkways, which won
the Pioneer America Society’s Fred B. Kniffen Book Award in 2004, and Delta Sugar: Louisiana’s
Vanishing Plantation Landscape, which won the Vernacular Architecture Forum’s 2000 Abbott Lowell
Cummings Award.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Slawson:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How many
people to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Tennessee Log Buildings: A Folk
Tradition book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per
cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Marina Tijerina:

This Tennessee Log Buildings: A Folk Tradition is great reserve for you because the content which is full of
information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This particular
book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if
you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Tennessee Log
Buildings: A Folk Tradition in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve
already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?

Jennifer Meeks:

The book untitled Tennessee Log Buildings: A Folk Tradition contain a lot of information on this. The writer
explains the woman idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and understandable all the people,
so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous author. The author
provides you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can keep reading
your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish
to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.

Diane McCarthy:

Beside this particular Tennessee Log Buildings: A Folk Tradition in your phone, it may give you a way to
get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh in
the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have
Tennessee Log Buildings: A Folk Tradition because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at
times have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand.
The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you
still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from at this point!
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