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The First Socialist Society is the compelling and often tragic history of what Soviet citizens have lived
through from 1917 to the present, told with great sympathy and perception. It ranges over the changing lives
of peasants, urban workers, and professionals; the interaction of Soviet autocrats with the people; the
character and role of religion, law, education, and literature within Soviet society; and the significance and
fate of various national groups. As the story unfolds, we come to understand how the ideas of Marxism have
been changed, taking on almost unrecognizable forms by unique political and economic circumstances.

Hosking's analysis of this vast and complex country begins by asking how it was that the first socialist
revolution took place in backward, autocratic Russia. Why were the Bolsheviks able to seize power and hold
on to it? The core of the book lies in the years of Stalin's rule: how did he exercise such unlimited power, and
how did the various strata of society survive and come to terms with his tyranny?

The later chapters recount Khrushchev's efforts to reform the worst features of Stalinism, and the
unpredictable effects of his attempts within the East European satellite countries, bringing out elements of
socialism that had been obscured or overlaid in the Soviet Union itself. And in the aftermath of the long
Brezhnev years of stagnation and corruption, the question is posed: can Soviet society find a way to modify
the rigidities inherited from the Stalinist past?
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From reader reviews:

Mark Carter:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't need do
that. You must know how great as well as important the book The First Socialist Society: A History of the
Soviet Union from Within, Second Enlarged Edition. All type of book are you able to see on many resources.
You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Della McDonald:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get
a lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the
data about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this The
First Socialist Society: A History of the Soviet Union from Within, Second Enlarged Edition.

Lucy Nelson:

Often the book The First Socialist Society: A History of the Soviet Union from Within, Second Enlarged
Edition has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This book
very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this article book.

Samuel Freeman:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need
more time to be learn. The First Socialist Society: A History of the Soviet Union from Within, Second
Enlarged Edition can be your answer because it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time
problems.
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