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Traditional narratives of the period leading up to the Civil War are invariably framed in geographical terms.
The sectional descriptors of the North, South, and West, like the wartime categories of Union, Confederacy,
and border states, mean little without reference to a map of the United States. In Abolitionist Geographies,
Martha Schoolman contends that antislavery writers consistently refused those standard terms.

Through the idiom Schoolman names “abolitionist geography,” these writers instead expressed their
dissenting views about the westward extension of slavery, the intensification of the internal slave trade, and
the passage of the Fugitive Slave Law by appealing to other anachronistic, partial, or entirely fictional
north–south and east–west axes. Abolitionism’s West, for instance, rarely reached beyond the Mississippi
River, but its East looked to Britain for ideological inspiration, its North habitually traversed the Canadian
border, and its South often spanned the geopolitical divide between the United States and the British
Caribbean.

Schoolman traces this geography of dissent through the work of Martin Delany, Ralph Waldo Emerson,
William Wells Brown, and Harriet Beecher Stowe, among others. Her book explores new relationships
between New England transcendentalism and the British West Indies; African-American cosmopolitanism,
Britain, and Haiti; sentimental fiction, Ohio, and Liberia; John Brown’s Appalachia and circum-Caribbean
marronage. These connections allow us to see clearly for the first time abolitionist literature’s explicit and
intentional investment in geography as an idiom of political critique, by turns liberal and radical, practical
and utopian.
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From reader reviews:

Emma O\'Neill:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are
reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as
well as exercise. Well, probably you will need this Abolitionist Geographies.

Bettie Hentges:

The book Abolitionist Geographies can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book Abolitionist Geographies? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim which book can give many information
for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information
that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Abolitionist
Geographies has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
search the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Minerva Garrison:

The feeling that you get from Abolitionist Geographies could be the more deep you searching the
information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to understand but Abolitionist Geographies giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the
author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own personal vocabulary
increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having this particular Abolitionist Geographies instantly.

Anthony Bankston:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Abolitionist Geographies is simple to
create you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much
space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the
actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.
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