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American women novelists of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries registered a call for a new
sexual freedom, Dale Bauer contends. By creating a lexicon of "sex expression," many authors explored
sexuality as part of a discourse about women's needs rather than confining it to the realm of sentiments,
where it had been relegated (if broached at all) by earlier writers. This new rhetoric of sexuality enabled
critical conversations about who had sex, when in life they had it, and how it signified.

Whether liberating or repressive, sexuality became a potential force for female agency in these women's
novels, Bauer explains, insofar as these novelists seized the power of rhetoric to establish their intellectual
authority. Thus, Bauer argues, they helped transform the traditional ideal of sexual purity into a new goal of
sexual pleasure, defining in their fiction what intimacy between equals might become.

Analyzing the work of canonical as well as popular writers--including Edith Wharton, Anzia Yezierska, Julia
Peterkin, and Fannie Hurst, among others--Bauer demonstrates that the new sexualization of American
culture was both material and rhetorical.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Ray:

The guide untitled Sex Expression and American Women Writers, 1860-1940 is the reserve that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The
language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of
study when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You
also can get the e-book of Sex Expression and American Women Writers, 1860-1940 from the publisher to
make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Perry Payne:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Sex Expression and American Women Writers,
1860-1940, you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-
out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its identified as
reading friends.

Gloria Pruitt:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Sex Expression and American
Women Writers, 1860-1940 that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this
book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a great
deal better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for
the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to
start reading as your good habit, you can pick Sex Expression and American Women Writers, 1860-1940
become your own personal starter.

Ann Conley:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Sex Expression and American Women
Writers, 1860-1940 can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this one book you have matter
that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more
than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have Sex Expression and
American Women Writers, 1860-1940.
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